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MODELS OF DESIGN

[t’s all about details in luxurious suite

Rising 21 storeys from a curved po-
dium at the corner of Bay and Dav-
enport, the glass curtain wall archi-
tecture of the Florian condo prom-
ises to be a downtown landmark.

But that’s not what will make it
successful, says Paolo Palamara,
the Florian’s builder. A building
must relate to the dignity of it resi-
dents and of the streets around it —
and not stand merely as arrogant
testament to wealth.

Palamara picks architects who are
known as much for their under-
standing of urban planning and the
city’s social fabric as they are for
their design skills.

“If I'm building a space where
people will live, eat, cry, I must
care,” Palamara says. “If someone
tells me that an armoire from their
family is dear to them, yet there is
no wall on which to place it, how
can I ignore that?”

That location meant many buyers
would be downsizing from large
Forest Hill or Rosedale homes, so
the layout needed to afford wall ar-
eas big enough to accommodate
large pieces of art and antique cabi-
netry. Ten-foot ceilings were con-
sidered so important that an extra
floor was sacrificed to make the
room. Palamara meets every buyer
to ensure the suite works for them,
even re-configuring the layout if
necessary.

That attention to detail led to his
deliberate choice of Brian Gluck-
stein for the interior design. Not
only does Gluckstein understand
the demographic, he’s about as ob-
sessive as Palamara is with details.

“This buyer has great art, beauti-
ful things, and likes to entertain.
They want the urban lifestyle, spac-
es large enough to accommodate
that, and a high level of finish to go
with it,” Gluckstein explains.

He set the stage with a dramatic
entryway. Walls of dark coral grass-
cloth accentuated by white trim,
doorframes and high baseboards,
coffered ceilings, and an exquisite
Fortuny ceiling fixture hint at
things to come.

“T wanted a wow factor,” Gluck-
stein admits. “You can afford to go

with something this dramatic when

it’s a transition space, like the front
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No chef could ever complain of a shortage of counter or storage space in this incredibly efficient kitchen and spacious nook, which offers a comfortable
spot for most meals. Embraced by six coral chairs, right, the dining table is a focal point, fronting the creamy living area and sheer-covered windows.

DETAILS

PROJECT: The Florian, the Resi-
dences of Upper Yorkville
BUILDER: Diamante Develop-
ment

ARCHITECT: Hariri Pontarini Ar-
chitects, and Young + Wright Ar-
chitects

DESIGNER: Brian Gluckstein
LOCATION: 100 Davenport Rd.
SIZE RANGE: 743 to 2,875 sq. ft.,
with an option to combine suites
PRICE RANGE: From $700,000
million to over $3 million

SITE AMENITIES: 24-hour con-
cierge, valet parking; wine club; in-
door pool, gym, yoga room; party
room; rooftop garden

CONDO FEES: 69 cents per
square foot

SALES OFFICE: 100 Davenport
Rd. at Bay St. Weekdays noon to 6
p.m.; weekends noon to 5 p.m,;
and by appointment from 7 a.m. to
11 p.m.; theflorian.com; 416-599-
7667

OCCUPANCY: Spring 2010

entry. Italsosets the toneforthe ac-

cents that appear elsewhere.”
Rooms lead off the long hall —

bedrooms on one side, kitchen and

principal rooms on the other.

The large kitchen is like a two-
sided galley layout, with cabinetry
running both sides of the room and

amarble covered island in the mid-
dle. Cupboards extending the full
10-foot height of the room. The
principal area incorporates living
and dining area, plus a cozy con-
versation area near the fireplace.
While unified by one area carpet,
each specific area depends on stra-
tegic furniture placement for defi-
nition.

“If you're not careful to create
groupings, and conversation areas,
furniture can look just plopped in
the middle, floating free” Gluck-
stein says.

_Gluckstein has also created paren-
theses: six coral chairs that hug an
exquisite round table and a stun-
ning chandelier to define the dining
space; dark end tables on either side
of the L-shaped living arrangement
of loveseat and sofa in front of a
bank of windows; two round side

tables beside the two chairs in front
of the gas fireplace. To capitalize on
the light, he chose furnishings that
wouldn’t compete — light, creamy,
low slung in scale, and soft filtering
sheers at the windows. But to pre-
vent the room from floating away,
he selected dark hardwood floors,
tan area carpet and drapery, and
russet accents.

The long walls are not easily found
in most condo spaces. To show off
the possibilities, Gluckstein select-
ed original artwork from galleries
around the city. While the palette in
the principal areas is more vibrant,
the private spaces, bedrooms and
baths, colours are studies in calm.
Gathering spaces seem to demand
vibrant tones, and stimulus for cel-
ebrating, but where you retire, it's
important to create an atmosphere
of restful calm, Glueckstein says.



