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Interior designers take condos to new level

EUSAN OURETTE
Tl Cinhe and M, Tomnie

esigners were pioe (b shaeshine
D by ol the commercial comdamin-

I market. With a little spit and
polish, they helped developers spifll up o
project and being i o mocker cheosing
chower tlbes and kitchen conmter tops. Tt
they hal Litthe input into overallsiyle

Mo more, A saturated eondo market has
meant thnt develipers are clamauring L
stamp the brand nome of the country's
most coveled designers onla her newest
el progects.

“The repetitions coakie-cutiing of a few
yeirs ago just doesn’Leul i any more,” savs
Annn Smone of Cecoond Simone Inc., o To-
rto jnberior design oo “The condo de-
veloper of the 18805 s o dying breed.
Tarante is becaming o very saphisticated
city and purclasers we longer want o he
glven zern opliens, They want e feel ke
thedr heane 5 unigue, sexy and provoca-
.t

The Tt 19905 has ushered fn e era ol
the anti-trend, says Pacly Palarama, f par-
ner al Torenta-bosed bailder Dinmante
Development Corpe, which bas recently
cammplered the Raxbury projecs an Eny and
College streets amd is currendly building a
develppment in Yorkyille called Domus,

Beealss comsimers nne now mane edus
caletl — they are homdreded with media
fmages from fae-flung spods of the world
amd through their awn ivelling — they
are much moee demanding in choosing de-
slgns and siyles in their living space that re-
Mlect  that enlticolioeal diversite, BMr
Palaramn says.

“The mare saciely tries lomake us the
s, Uve more we iy o be diferent, The
lemmie s _||.|s| ane expression ol that,”™ he
says. W try 1o help people capiung thelr
dlream.”

What that means is that o be successdil
vonela projects will have oo offer myrind
lavanies that caler to consumers" nesds,

Kby Kinnear, president of Cresfond De-
-.|,-|u|_'||n| iz, & Toronio firm respansible for
ity the Merchandise Building a1
15 and Charch streets - into cencdo-
mpany affened 65 dif-

sliy 15 being driven by
el kel Emply nes-
their space newds,

s, and a bur-
Innger
LE COCE 19
Al of this

‘Prrchiasers pe lager et o be glven zere n,lrlrfm.'r "y A Simane r.g,rr.rrrcrrur cusiget (Trom Cecernd Simmie Do They wani no foel (e

thaedr Baoemne 15 uniqae, sexy e proeosctioe”

mesans Ueal the one-size-ond-style-fics-all
madel just daesn't apply any mace. Ma
Einnear explains.

Hawever, wish lists typically inclinle a
few oomumon olements, says Ms. Simane,
whiner firm recently helped desipon both the
Merchandise Bollding and the Camcen
Lafis in Trronio,

Matural light and high ceflings o creaie
the ilhsian ol space are al 2 premivm ese
days, whether o deselopment s classical in
design or maderm, What designees con help
develapers with masi is constructing living
spavces. Lhal peflect consumer needs. The
demands of the ome olfice worker, the
sinple dweller aned the Fmily it voung
childnen are radically different.

For example, & single person lving in o
condbaminium may e mare fnlent on en-
rercaining, smvs Fenwick Bannell of Powell
% Honnell Design Consaltanis Ine, in Ta-
ol [n design tenms, that could translane

into o smaller bedraom ami more space
pieen oo the main lving area with an apen-
kitchen concept where puests can talk
the comda pwner while she ar he pregranes
mil,

A hame office warker, pn the ather hancd,

‘The more society tries to
make us the same, the more
we try to be different, The
home is just one expression
of thar,'

may want to make an office’ environment
part of the main living area to moke e
bist use af naral light, Mr, Bennell addds
M= Simnne likes e think of getting back
to the haslcs: The four anclent elements of

TN BATRETAT The Glabe: snd Madl

eartly, winc, fire and water, Because man
canded hive peither @ Balcony per a bac
vand, lver finm hag recently desipned kitch-
e wilh an ased for a leeb pasden.

Eecause pecple are spending mang Ume
in U lon — soaking in the b o eliminate
stress froan o demanding day — the bath-
raont i alse aking on an added sigifi-
cant, shie acdels,

In o madel presented at the recent Inte-
rint Desipgn Sheav in Taronte, Ceccend Si-
e presented o stenningly different take
on the bathroam of the feure. It was in-
slallex] in the centre of the conde, repre-
senting both s newlound prominence in
conde dwelbers’ lives, os well as the trend
towand tearing donwn Baupdaries benveen
funsctions In the heme,

“Torenio ls becorming o very sophist-
catedd culture, Todny's conda developer
warks with o designer to create a sanciery
from & warkl that is moving at o much
faster pace.”



