DIAMANTE DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION NEWS CLIP

The Saturday Star

Condo Living Section

Toronto, Cntario

October 5, 1998

Page P13 =From Page, Scetion 2

Far miaid. warian plracs ranian:
it R

A site in Rosedale

“Tevuas, it rermains, vl ahemes he,
Toronin's best address, Rosedmle, no
hyperhode required.

—g'odlurs Jor 2 Rewchorough profect.

By ELLin MOORHOUSE
S T LITRG EDITOR.

There's no question (e Diamarte Sroup
and Stirling of Mentreal are banking o
Fosedale to add cachet o their condamini-
umn develapment at 2 Roxbrrougli ST E.

The project's glossy hrochure feafures
phetographs of architectural details on
stately Rosedale residences — o stone

. front door, an iron galeand a
grand ostdoar lamp with tae chderly Indies
Busy changing the light bulb,

These same details e been incormis-
rated by architects Allila Burka ard Wayne
Swadron into the fagnde of the saven-sto-
rew building, The lights at skdewalk level
resieqrble the ona the cheerful ladies ane
ndjusting the capitals on the columa-lixe
clements that mask the commer of the budld-
ing ccho the stone gatepast and 4 large
metal gade Lo the undergronnsd parking,

“Our abjective is be create A building we
can be proud of " says Paolo Palusacs,
one of the Dinmante partrers, He points to
a scale model of the 35-unit building,
swhich will hawe limestane-|1ike precast, red
hrick, a mansand copper and room-
Tk baleanies with' metal milings. It has o
“plnssic crder” but ot o specific style.

But the consenvative design, which
drows on 19t-century urbnn fraditions,
bind little appeal for many Rosedale dend-
zens, who fought i all the way to the On-
tarss Municipal Board and lost

AL the roct of the canllict ane essentinlly
two different views fos the city's fufure:
Dinmante's designs meflect a T,
wirld-class vision for Toronta's still med-
est streets, while the residents want pro-
jects that maintain the treblienal feel of
thesr neighbourhood and the oy other
communities that have coalesced aver the
yoars bn Foarn Toronio,

SOma rensen pecple move hore is that it°s
i Lowrise neighbaurhoned full of trees and
plunts and it hos o i mix of services,™
snys Valerie Schatzker of the Sauth Hese-
dale Rnfepayers' Association,

But development progects likee these, she
points out, will destroy the very neighbaur-
ol that they're capilalizing o

Higher density, she savs, will alter the
cammercial strip on Yonge, which las a
small-bewn atm oo, and create raffic

‘problems, especially broause ol the way

enstwesl sireers tend b moke o jog at
Yonge. Mor did the pssecintion like the
building's design and the impact it wauld
by on the cormer.

i hat makes Rosedale is thatit's under-
stated and this is nat understated,” she
says, noting that the association had sup-
prart in s views from the city.

Julie BiLorenzo, aksa  principal in the
Dinmante group, acknowledges the con-
flict in views. “The beauty of Rosedale §s
thar it hns stability, but that stability makes
it pesistant to change.”

She argues thal increasing residentinl
density in the ares will benefit merchants
and the neighbourhood. “In's an econamic
argument. [don't think refailers could con-
tinue 1o be suppered by two levels of
npieriments aove them, ' she says,

A commerrinl  Building that
heused & sesearch Inb for the Weston
group f companies used o sit an the site.
Dilarenz sys that the new condeainiuim
ikl mehanily e set D feet further from the
neighbourhoad fovwand Yooge S The sle
is alse separated from neachy homes by
the sl cul, which is apen.

Although the 2 Boxborough building will
be ane storey higher than tﬁc naw-demal-
iabied comrmercial strecture on the site, the
Lop penthouse kevel is set back. But theres

CONTROVERSY: Local residents objected to 2 Roxhoraugh project,

no auestion the condaminium will have a
striking visunl présencs on the streel.

Dilarenso save Diamante ngonizes over
designs Lo offer the most to fulune fesi-
dents, “The architects say they've never
senn i company take as lang as we do o
design i project. We take ench unil and ask
‘Hopar o we mickes this better? "

Drespite neighbourlacd oppasition, Di-
Lorenzo says, close Lo 50 per cent of the
units have beon sald mainly o peopls from
the neighbourhood, who are “downsiz-
ing.” The suites range in size fron B33 =0
ft. o 1,738 =q. £t and in price foom
S260,900 10 2564 900, with a parking space
included, Amang e amenitics ore @ 24-
Taur concierge, lindscaped garden, exers
cige facility and o guest suite, (Common
axpenses Are sef al 43 cents a square focd.)

MLosenzo and Palamara hape toatiract
buvers with high-guality matecials, good
flous plans and innovative kitclen and
hathroca: designs, Ceilings are higl, win-
diws large and the balcanies, called log-
fins, ure framed by pillars,

“The logeiag are exncily the same 88 &
repular balcomy, but with the columns, the

Ingkenl effect is much different. You
el privacy, When vou live in a space, ¥ou
firsk it makes a difference,” says Palomars,

The 2 Roccbarmugh sales office at Cne
Birbbaral on the southwasst comer of Voage
ad Farmhiem St i o Blocks soh o SE
Chair A, Crall £ 16-53 70002

Suite Ideas

Sense of space

is in the details

The abfention b interion de-
tail that Dinmanta Dwetu%
ment Corp, lavishes on
projects is evident in the med-
el bathroom and hitchen for
its & Roxbomough project.

They're on display at the
sales office. further nordh on
Yonge at One BEalmosal, an-
other Diamante project.

The colours and finishes
ane the trademark warm nea-
trals of Brian Gluckstein of
Gluckstein Design Planning.
the interipr desimn fnmn tat
created the presentation cern-
tre, But tricks used in the exe-
cution are pure Dimmiante, re-
Mecting the influence of the
firny's partmers Paclo Palama-
i, an architect, and Julie Di-
Larenzo,

Meat unusunl is the bath.
raom Vanity. [t's raised off the
flacr, leaving & space belaw
thnt helps make the Toom

SIMPLIFIED LINES: T'he sales alfiee for 2 Rﬂxhnh

seem larger. The unit is alse
anghed, but the angled aren is
not dend space. There are nif-
v drawers that pull out, sdd-
ing o sharge.

The hacksplash of the vani-
ty lines up walh the tiles of the
tub, to create & continulty of
line thnt cnhances the sense
ol space,

“This attention 1o detail
doesn’t cost any mone bul it
makes o big difference.” Pa-
Inmar saicl.

In the comer ie o tiled
shower stall with: glass door,
which also create & sense of
depth, Palamara paints with
enthusinsm to the tiles on the
floor, which are actually the
same files a5 those aa the
wallz, but cut in faur pieces
and Laid down. The reason for
doing this?

“The figor files line up per-
Tecaly with the wall files.'™

has bathroom and kikchen displays.



